
Apostle’s Creed 
A Creed is a statement of faith and belief.  If you were to 
write your own faith statement, what aspects of God are 
central to your understanding? 

Background: 
The earliest of the known creeds, it was developed to teach 
converts about the basics of the Christian faith.  While unlikely 
that it was actually written by the apostle’s, it is the most 
recognized of the creeds.  Amidst numerous disputes in the 
early church, it was finally established in its current form as well 
as the Nicene Creed (325 AD) which clarified additional aspects 
of Jesus’ humanity and divinity.  The longer statement of faith 
found in the Athanasian Creed addresses the nature of the 
Trinity. 

Martin Luther’s explanation from the Small Catechism 
  
The First Article. Of Creation. 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean?  
--Answer: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my 
reason, and all my senses, and still preserves them; in addition 
thereto, clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and homestead, 
wife and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods; that He provides 
me richly and daily with all that I need to support this body and life, 
protects me from all danger, and guards me and preserves me from 
all evil; and all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I owe it to Him to 
thank, praise, serve, and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 
 

The Second Article. Of Redemption. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

What does this mean? 
–Answer: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 
from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased 
and won [delivered] me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, in order that I may 
be [wholly] His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as 
He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most 
certainly true. 

The Third Article. Of Sanctification 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; one holy catholic/Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 
–Answer: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and 
kept me in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith; in which Christian Church He forgives daily 
and richly all sins to me and all believers, and at the last day will raise 
up me and all the dead, and will give to me and to all believers in 
Christ everlasting life. This is most certainly true.  
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