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Brewster, NY  

Lent is a traditional time of reflection and repent-
ance.  It is a season of 40 days, reminiscent of 
Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness, the 40 days of 
Noah & the flood and the 40 years of Israel’s 
wandering in the desert.   With this great biblical 
precedent, we are invited into these 40 days to 
partake of all that they have to offer us. 

 

Over the years, people have “given up” some-
thing or more recently “taken on” something for 
Lent.  Some will give up chocolate or other 
sweets.  Some will commit to giving additional of-
ferings for hunger or other charitable ministries.  
Some will increase their times of devotion and/or 
use particular resources.  Matthew’s Gospel 
(chap. 6), during Jesus’ Sermon of the Mount, 
highlights these three primary practices of prayer, 
almsgiving and fasting. 

 

However, it has often been little more than a test 
of our “willpower” to see if we can accomplish our 
goal by Easter, quickly resuming our previous be-
havior once Easter morning dawns.  We’ve ac-
complished what we set out to do for 40 days and 
we move on.  Much like New Year’s resolutions, 
they are quickly forgotten as life returns to 
“normal”.  

 

In the verses from Matthew’s Gospel (6:1-21), he 
invites these practices to be done in “secret” as a 
response to those who are making a show of their 
practice.  Jesus calls disciples away from the ap-
proval of others as well as doing the practices just 
for the sake of the practice.  He points to God as 
the only one that needs to know what we are do-
ing. 

Matthew is not necessarily encouraging us to be 
private about our faith, but rather looking to the 
true purpose of these practices.  Lent as a sea-
son of repentance is about our relationship with 

God.  The Greek word for repent is metanoia 
which is literally a turning around or back; it is re-
versing course.  It is our turning back to God. 

 

We so often seek to go  our own way, making de-
cisions based on our own wants, needs and per-
spectives.  We are called as people of God to 
look to the One who created us and in whose im-
age we are made.  For just as God declared us 
as “very good”, we trust that God only desires the 
fullness of life that God has made for us. 

The question becomes what will help me grow in 
faith, understanding, and my relationship with 
God.  What will help me draw closer to the One in 
whose image I am created?  Prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving are some of the tools that we can use 
to help us, that can point us back to the Lord our 
God.  They invite us to look at our lives and our 
world differently – from God’s perspective. 

 

In the “Faith @ Home” article, there are some 
suggestions for different practices to engage in 
for the season of Lent.  Find the one(s) that would 
be most helpful for you.  Make a commitment to 
engage in these practice(s) for at least the 40 
days of Lent (you may find that you are able and 
want to continue them afterwards).  Share your 
commitment with another person to encourage 
you to follow through with your commitment.  We 
will also be having a “Lenten Commitment” dis-
play where you may also share your promise in a 
visual way with others in our community of faith. 

 

May you experience the love and grace of God as 
we embark on this Lenten journey together. 

 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Jen 

P.S. If you would like other suggestions, see 
me for additional resources. 
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The practices most associated with Lent 

are prayer, fasting and almsgiving (see 

Pastor Jen’s reflections).   

Here are a few suggestions in each of 

these areas: 

Prayer 

There are numerous devotional booklets to 

use during this season (two will be availa-

ble in the narthex as well as through the 

Trinity Devotionals blog: https://

tlcdevotions.blogspot.com/ ).   

 OR 

You can make a commitment to pray at a 

particular time each day, setting an alarm 

as a reminder. 

OR 

You can pray through your address book 

for all the people in your life; selecting how 

many you want to pray for each day. 

OR 

Reflections on prayer Devotional book-

let for families that has a variety of activities 

for families   

Fasting 

You can give up a particular food – such as 

something that is not healthy for you or that 

you consume too much. 

OR 

You can also literally fast (go without eat-

ing) for a day each week OR you fast in sol-

idarity with our youth group when they fast 

at the end of March (see related article) 

OR  

You can fast from a behavior for the whole 

season or a day each week (for example: 

one year Pastor Jen & Michael fasted from 

any electronics one day a week) 

Almsgiving  

This practice invites to think outside of our-

selves. 

You can commit to giving particular 

amounts of money each day to a specific 

ministry.  For example: BESP, ELCA World 

Hunger, etc. 

Maybe you take the money you saved from 

something that you are fasting from (i.e. 

Starbucks or DD coffee) and give to the 

ministry of your choice. 

OR 

Through the ELCA World Hunger, you set a 

goal to “buy” a cow ($500) or chicks ($10): 

https://community.elca.org/

ELCAGoodGifts?

_ga=2.141128946.1115550598.155050641

2-1448952989.1470070955  

Faith @ Home – Lenten practices 

Cross-Generational Coffee 
hours 

During coffee hour (9:45am-10:30am), 
there will be different activities taking 
place to participate in.  During Lent, we 
will be working on mosaics to go along 
with the Lenten theme “Peace by Piece” 
as well as ongoing projects (coloring 
pages, puzzles, etc.). 

Mourning to Morning  

On the first Monday of each month, a 
group will meet in Pastor Jen’s office for 
a time of support, prayer and conversa-
tion around our own experiences of grief. 

The next gathering will be Monday, 
March 4

th
 at 7pm.  If you are unable to 

make it and would like to meet with Pas-
tor Jen at another time, please let her 
know. 

https://tlcdevotions.blogspot.com/
https://tlcdevotions.blogspot.com/
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts?_ga=2.141128946.1115550598.1550506412-1448952989.1470070955
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts?_ga=2.141128946.1115550598.1550506412-1448952989.1470070955
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts?_ga=2.141128946.1115550598.1550506412-1448952989.1470070955
https://community.elca.org/ELCAGoodGifts?_ga=2.141128946.1115550598.1550506412-1448952989.1470070955
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If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not using, give it to 

me or bring it to the church office. We can use it to pur-

chase clothing for our yearly activities. 

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 

On Sunday, February 10
th

 we assembled 32 Personal 

Care Kits for LWR.  Thank you for your help. 

Easter Candy Bags for Putnam CAP 

On Sunday, March 31st I will distribute Easter bags 

after service. If you take a bag please fill it with Easter 

candy for the clients of Putnam CAP. The filled bags must 

be returned to Trinity by Monday, April 15th in order 

for them to be distributed in time for Easter. 

Date Activity 

March 10th Lutheran World Relief Fleece Blankets 

March 17
th
 Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 

April 15th Easter Candy bags for Putnam CAP 

April 28th Lutheran World Relief Fleece Blankets 

October 20 Breakfast Run 

November Thanksgiving baskets for Putnam CAP 

December Christmas satchels for Seafarer’s Interna-
tional House 

Social Ministry Schedule for 2019 

*Please note that these dates are tentative and subject to 
change. Any questions can be directed to Joanne Icken 
(jicken@yahoo.com) 

Midnight Run 

In October we will once again be 

doing a breakfast run to NYC to 

feed the homeless.  Please remem-

ber we can always use travel size 

toiletries and men’s underwear and 

socks when you are doing your 

weekly shopping. Place the items in 

the “Social Ministry” container locat-

ed in the Narthex.   

 

Putnam CAP 
Thank you for your continued gen-

erosity in filling the shopping cart 

each month with food and home 

items for Putnam CAP. Their cli-

ents are very grateful for the extra 

help we give them with your dona-

tions. 

 

Putnam CAP’s food pantry is expe-

riencing severe shortages on non-

food items that our clients need 

and are unable to purchase with 

SNAP coupons. Please help by 

purchasing some of the following 

items: 

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Deodorant 

Paper Products 

Toothbrushes 

Laundry Detergent 

Bar Soap 

Feminine Hygiene Products 

Shaving Cream 

Cleaning Products 

Baby Wipes 

Diapers & Pull-Ups in sizes 4-5-6 

Juice (Non-Refrigerated) 

Canned Beef Stew 

Canned Tuna or Chicken 

Canned Fruit 

Crackers 

Rice 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Pasta 

Spaghetti Sauce 

Cereal 

Putnam CAP Pantry  

Here are also a few suggested non-perishable foods that 

would be greatly appreciated at the pantry: 

mailto:jicken@yahoo.com)
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Trinity Finance 

I knew it wouldn’t last.  I knew it was too good 

to be true.  We finished 2018 on a high note, 

and now we start 2019 on the low note.  So, I 

am forced to crawl out of my warm gnome 

hole in the middle of a cold winter to let you 

know the . . .  

Good news (if you can call this good) – I ex-

pect January onetime expenses to be more 

than donations. 

Bad news – Our January expenses were 

$10,592 more than our donations. 

Good news - $6,911 of that was a single 

yearly insurance payment (to save service 

charges, instead of our usual spaced pay-

ments), so things aren’t really as bad as them 

seem. 

With that, I plan to disappear back into my 

hole and not see you until warm Spring is fi-

nally here.  No more surprises, please. 

Your financial gnome, 

Don Icken 

Year to Date Budget Report  

(THUR Jan 31, 2019) 

COMMENTS 

MORTGAGE FUND 

-Mortgage is paid off as of 10/1/2018 

MONTHLY INCOME 

-January income was $10,592 less than ex-

penses 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

-Expenses were $ 10,592 more than income 



5 

March 2019 

Lent Madness Begins March 7! 

Want to be inspired by some saintly souls this 

Lent and have fun along the way? Join with 

thousands of Christians across denominations 

who have discovered the joyful online learning 

community that is Lent Madness. 

With its unique blend of competition, education, 

and humor, Lent Madness allows participants to 

be inspired by the ways in which God has 

worked through the lives of saints over the gen-

erations. 

Based loosely on the NCAA basketball tourna-

ment of a similar name, this online devotion pits 

32 saints against one another in a single-

elimination bracket as voters choose their favor-

ites throughout Lent. 

Here’s how to participate: on the weekdays of 

Lent, information is posted at 

www.lentmadness.org about two different saints. 

Each pairing remains open for 24 hours as par-

ticipants read about and then vote to determine 

which saint moves on to the next round. 

Sixteen saints make it to the Round of the Saint-

ly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the 

Elate Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two 

to the Championship; and the winner is awarded 

the coveted Golden Halo. 

www.LentMadness.org 

The first round consists of basic biographical infor-

mation about each of the 32 saints. Things get a bit 

more interesting in the subsequent rounds as we 

offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, and even 

move into the area of saintly kitsch. 

This year, Lent Madness features an intriguing slate 

of saints ancient and modern, Biblical and ecclesiasti-

cal. 2019 heavyweights include Ignatius of Loyola, 

Nicodemus, Margaret of Cortona, John Chrysostom, 

and Nicholas of Myra (aka St. Nick). The full bracket 

is online at the Lent Madness website and, while not 

necessary to participate, you can order The Saintly 

Scorecard: The Definitive Guide to Lent Madness 

2019 at www.forwardmovement.org. This compan-

ion guide includes biographies of all 32 saints, a full-

color racket, information about how to fully partici-

pate, and a series of Pocket Lent trading cards. 

Lent Madness began in 2010 as the brainchild of the 

Rev. Tim Schenck. He and Forward Movement execu-

tive director the Rev. Scott Gunn comprise the self-

appointed Supreme Executive Committee and are 

accompanied by eleven Celebrity Bloggers, clergy 

and lay people from across the country who shep-

herd several saints each throughout the season of 

Lent. 

If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, 

educational, occasionally goofy, and always joyful, 

join the Lent Madness journey. Lent needn’t be all 

doom and gloom. After all, what could be more joy-

ful than a season specifically set aside to get closer 

to  Jesus Christ? 
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Trinity Youth Group 
Packing The Pantry Lock-in 

To raise money and non-perishable goods for  
Saturday, March 30th at 9 AM  through 10AM Sunday, March 31st 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP. We are asking for: 

 

 

Kids will fast for 25 hours, including 
phones and all electronic devices. 

Sponsors will have the opportunity to pay 
by the hour or single payment. 

  

 

Any cash payments received will be used 
to purchase food for the pantry during 
the lock-in. 

We will display the food results of this fund-
raiser on Sunday in Fellowship Hall.    

 Participants 

 Sponsors 

 Overnight chaperones 

 Donations for 

water 

juice 

Gum 

 Donations and/or volunteers for cook-
ing/hosting breakfast  

 Transportation to and from Shoprite on 
Saturday night and possibly Saturday 
morning.  

 Large empty boxes, especially appli-
ance sized. 

  

Off the Shelf- Here are a couple of books to accompany you during this Lenten season: 

This book of poet-
ry invites us into a 
time of reflection.  
There will be a 
devotional book-
let available to 
accompany many 
of these poems.  
Many of the po-
ems can also be 
found online. 

While this book was written about the Mil-

lennial generation, many of the key re-

flections can speak to all of us.  The au-

thor frames the conversation around the 

words of the prophet Joel. 

There will be a “Peace by Piece’ devo-

tional booklet developed by Pastor Jen 

that will address parts of this framework 

as well as a Bible study on the prophet 

Joel on Wednesday evenings in March & 

April. Music was composed by singer/songwriter, Christo-

pher Williams to accompany this book.  It can be found on 

his website (www.christopherw.com) or through many of 

the online music apps.  

http://www.christopherw.com
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March 7 -10 AM Lenten Study 
 
March 21 – 10 AM –Lenten Study followed by 
lunch out at 12:30 PM 

 
April 4 – 10 AM -Lenten Study 
 
April 11 – 10 AM –Lenten study followed by 

 

March 2019 Property News/Report 

Spring will be here soon and I for one am very excited about this! We still have winter weather for a 

little while so your help will be much appreciated in helping to put salt out when needed at the en-

trances of our building.  

Gods blessings goes out to Pat Wills and all she does in recruiting more organizations to utilize our 

building. She is constantly getting new groups to utilize our space. Let Pat know if you hear of anyone 

looking for a place to hold their meetings. Thank so much for your support and for all Pat does on a 

daily and weekly basis. 

Also, thanks to all the folks that are remembering to turn off the lights. This is greatly appreciated. If 

you notice the doors open in Fellowship and Shepperd please 

close them so we can save on the heating bill!  

Thanks to those of you that notice things that need fixing or re-

placed. Your support is greatly appreciated. The restrooms up-

stairs and downstairs have automatic switches for the lights, 

please do not turn them off when you leave. 

Ken von Bargen has been doing an awesome job in his work on 

the outside of Fellowship Hall in the back of the church. It’s really 

looking good. Working outside 

in this weather is not fun but 

he and his son are doing an 

excellent job. Going forward 

we may need your help to pay 

for some of this project. More 

to follow upon its completion. 

If you would be interested in 

serving on our committee, please give me a call! Thank you all for 

your continued support to Trinity Lutheran Church! 

May we continue to be blessed with Gods presents! 

 

Ken Mongold, Property Chairman 

WELCA 
 

In March and April Pastor Jen will lead us in a 4 part Lenten Study: 
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Sunday Church School News 

Lent is upon us and the 

children will be celebrat-

ing Mardi Gras Sunday 

with beads and our an-

nual marching in to the 

Trinity Brass' rendition of "The Saints Go 

Marching In". We will again be retiring the 

Alleluia banner for the  Lenten season.  

Our children are learning the sign language 

version of the Lord's prayer and we will be 

preparing for our annual Lent Event.  

Blood Drive 

Tuesday, March 5th
 

2-8 PM, Shepherd’s Hall 

Donors must be between 16 years old 

(with parental permission) and 75 years 

old. Over 76 years old need a doctor’s note 

to donate. Bring an ID (license, blood do-

nor card, etc.) and after your donation stay 

for a refreshment of homemade baked 

goods, juice and coffee or tea.  Please 

come to donate and save lives. One dona-

tion can be split and given to three people. 

Contact Carol Fendt with any questions. 

Third Tuesdays Table Talk  March 19th  

Using a model from Martin Luther who gathered 

around a meal with family, friends, colleagues 

and students – we gather for a meal on Tuesday, 

March 19
th

 (6:30 pm) at Kobu Asian Bistro 

(903 S Lake Blvd Mahopac) to share a meal and 

to share our reflections about how our faith im-

pacts our daily lives.  Please contact Pastor Jen 

and/or sign up at church to reserve your spot (as 

we need to make reservations at the restaurant. ) 

 

Looking ahead …  

 

Ash Wednesday is 
March 6th –Service at 
Noon and  7:00 PM.  

 

Lent begins  Sunday 
March 10th  through April 
7th  

Holy Week Schedule  

April 14
th

 - Palm Sunday   

8:30 AM   Holy Communion & SCS 

10:45 AM Holy Communion 

 

April 18th  – Maundy Thursday 

Noon     Holy Communion 

7:00 PM Holy Communion 

 

April 19th  - Good Friday   

 Noon     Holy Communion 

7:00 PM Holy Communion 

 

Easter Sunday is April 21st
 

7:00, 9:00, 11:00 AM   Holy Communion  
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WHEN: Friday, March 1st at 6pm 

WHERE: Trinity Lutheran Church 

MUSIC:  The Trinity Brass 
 

Join us for Mardi Gras. Bring your family and 

friends. All are welcome. Hats, masks, and 

beads will be available for your enjoyment. 

Bring your favorite dish to share. It doesn’t 

need to be a Mardi Gras type of food.  

 

The Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or call the 

office to let us know how many are coming so 

we have enough tables and chairs. 

Annual Moravian 

 Love Feast   

Saturday, March 23  

at 5 PM 

Please come to the annual Moravian Lovefeast 

on Saturday, March 23 at 5pm.  This special 

service of music and prayer celebrates the fel-

lowship we share as the family of Christ. Won-

derful music will be provided by the Trinity 

Brass, String Quartet, Senior Choir and Hand-

bell Choir. Make room for a unique hour in your 

Lenten journey to attend! 

Clothing Shed Update: 

Thank you  for continuing to collaborate with us 

on the St Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed 

project! In 2018 roughly 3,481 garments of cloth-

ing were donated to your shed. This was enough 

to clothe an estimated 422 people. This clothing 

is being used right now by people in one or  

more of 44 different countries (including the US) 

of which our clothing is likely to have been dis-

tributed this past year. Trinity has raised $253.03 

in 2018 through hosing this shed. We ask you to 

continue to spread the word about the clothing 

shed to other community members. Thank you 

for all your support! 
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KIMBERLY & PETER GERARDI 3/8 

Anniversaries  

Birthdays  

 ANGELA CUOMO  3/1 

 LINDA NOAH  3/1 

 DANIEL DONOVAN SR  3/2 

 DANIEL KENNY III  3/2 

 HOLLY LAROCCHIA  3/2 

 MARY TORLISH  3/2 

 GRACE VAN VLACK  3/2 

 BRUCE KAUFMAN SR  3/3 

 WINTER STATHIS  3/3 

ROSEMARY GEBHARDT  3/4 

 DEBBIE LYON  3/6 

VIOLET COYLE  3/8 

 LAUREN MC NAMARA  3/10 

 SAMANTHA TORLISH  3/10 

 ANGELA NASTASI  3/12 

 JOE BALDANZA JR  3/13 

 LYNN BYRNES  3/13 

 AUDREY STONE  3/13 

 LUCAS BERTONE  3/14 

 MATTHEW DE MARCHI  3/15 

 KRISTYN LAROCCHIA  3/15 

 ED JOHNSON  3/16 

 SIGI ALLEN  3/17 

 DAN MINIERI  3/17 

 VICTORIA SCIARRA  3/18 

HANNAH SIMON  3/18 

 MEGAN KNOLKER  3/19 

 CAROL ANN LUTZ  3/19 

 MORGAN ANDREN  3/20 

 MARC RUSSELL  3/20 

 PHILIP DEROBERTS  3/21 

 WALTER JAKLITSCH  3/21 

LINDSEY GARDNER  3/24 

LIAM TORLISH  3/24 

 SUE BROWN  3/25 

 HEATHER COYLE  3/26 

  RALPH RUDOLPH  3/26 

 LISA SCHULDT  3/27 

 LIAM CONROY  3/28 

  MORIAH MC CLOSKEY  3/29 

 DORIS O’TOOLE  3/31 
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Barbara Siegel,

 

Jennifer Rebecca Butvinik, 

Corina Hohenstein,  

Laurie Nuchereno, Zachary 
Schwartz, James Sorge, Phyllis Sorge, 

Wanda & 
Cliff Strawn, 
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Trinity Lutheran  

Church Mission:  

As a people of God, we desire to experi-

ence the presence of God in our lives 

that we might  be the presence of God 

in the lives of others.  

 

Location: 

2103 Brewster, NY 10509 

Phone: 845-279-5181 

 Website: trinitybrewsterny.org 

Pastor Jen’s email:  

revjedyer1@yahoo.com 

Inside the February 

Trinitarian  

 

1. Pastor Refection's 

2.  Faith at Home 

3. Social Ministry 

4. Finances  

5. Lent Madness 

6. Youth Group  

7. WELCA 

8. Property 

9. Events 

10. Celebrations 

11. Prayers 

Worship Schedule 

March  2019 

 

March 3   8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

March 6  Noon & 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday  

March 10  8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

March 17  8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

March 24 8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 


