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Organization 
Business Name 

Business Tagline or Motto 

January  2019 

Pastor’s reflection– Let your light shine 

Following the 12 days of Christmas (no, it doesn’t end the day after Christmas), the season 
culminates and then transitions into Epiphany.  January 6th is the traditional celebration of 
the coming of the Wise men who brought gifts to the Christ-child.  It actually falls on a Sun-
day this year.   The season of Epiphany continues until Ash Wednesday.  Because Easter 
moves, the season of Epiphany can vary in length.  This year, it is ends in up being 9 
weeks which includes the visit of the Magi as well as the Transfiguration. 
 
More than a “filler” kind of season, Epiphany is a season of revelation and of light to the na-
tions.  With the arrival of the wise men from far off lands, we remember that Christ entering 
this world was not just for a select group, but that “God so loved the world”.  This season 
focuses on the way that the message of God’s love and grace is to be shared with all peo-
ple in word and action. 
 
The first week after the Epiphany is the Baptism of our Lord when we see the heavens 
ripped apart and God’s spirit descend upon a Jesus.  In our own baptisms, we pray for the 
light of Christ to shine in and through us: “Let your light so shine before others that they 
may see your good works and give glory to our Father in heaven”. 
 
In these dark days of winter, after all our Christmas decorations come down, we need to be 
reminded of the light of Christ that brings hope and peace.   
 
Think about those in your own life that are going through a tough time. While you may not 
be able to change their circumstances, how might you offer the comfort of God’s love?    
 
As we witness the chaos of the world around us, how might we offer the light of justice and 
peace? 
 
As many still struggle to put food on the table or even to have a home in which to place a 
table, how might we offer a meal, share our table, invite the forgotten to have a seat and 
bring the light of Christ’s love into their lives? 
 
We are called to not just see the light of Christ, but to let it shine through us.   
 
The season of Epiphany both reminds us of that guiding star that points us always to Jesus 
and that invites us to let that star shine through us for the sake of the world. 
 
May the light of Christ’s light shine in you brightly this day! 

 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Jen 
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Faith @ Home 
 
Is your house blessed? 
 
One tradition connected 
with Epiphany is a 
house blessing that is 
marked on our door-
ways.  
 
They are chalked with a 
pattern such as this, "20 † C † M † B † 19", 
with the numbers referring "to the calendar 
year (20 and 19 for instance, for the year 
2019); the crosses stand for Christ; and the 
letters have a two-fold significance: C, M and 
B are the initials for the traditional names of 
the Magi (Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar), 
but they are also an abbreviation of the Latin 
blessing Christus mansionem benedicat, 
which means, May Christ bless this house. 

 
In addition to this chalked blessing, consider 
offering this prayer to ask for God’s blessing 
upon your home: 
 
O God, you revealed your Son to all people 
by the shining light of a star.  We pray that 
you bless this home and all who live here 
with your gracious presence.  May your love 
be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide, 
your truth our light, and your peace our ben-
ediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
(from Sundays & Seasons, 2019) 
 
Can also read Proverbs 24:3-4 as a bless-
ing:  May peace be to this house and to all 
who enter here.  By wisdom a  house is built 

and through un-
derstanding it is 
established; 
thought 
knowledge its 
rooms are filled 
with rare and 
beautiful treas-
ures  

Faith formation 
 
The Wednesday evening group will be fin-
ishing up their Highlights from Hebrews in 
January.  We will soon be deciding what we 
will do during the rest of January and Febru-
ary.  Watch the Trinity weekly for updates 
about upcoming topics. 
 
The Sunday morning time, between ser-
vices, will offer different kinds of learning 
and intergenerational activities in Fellowship 
hall. Come for a coffee and goodies and join 
in what’s going on. 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

On Sunday, January 27th, there will be one 
service only at 8:30 AM followed by our An-
nual meeting (with, of course, the egg sand-
wiches from our Affirmation students). 
 
Annual reports will be available to pick up 
on Sunday, January 20th. 
 
All who have made a contribution of record 
and have communed in the past year are 
eligible to vote during the meeting. ( See In-
sert) All are invited to attend.   

Mourning to Mourning  

The Mourning to Mourning grief group will 

meet again on Monday Jan 14th (7:00 

PM). We will be sharing resources and 

talking about the scope of this  group.   

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_cross
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magi
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casper
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melchior
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balthazar_(Magus)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessing
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January 2019 Property News 

The salt buckets and snow shovels are now 

stationed outside each entrance. If needed 

and you can put some salt out and clean the 

entrance to any of the entrances this would 

be very much appreciated.  

 

Again, Pat Wills has recruited more organiza-

tions to utilize our building. She is constantly 

getting new groups to utilize our space. Let 

Pat know if you hear of anyone looking for a 

place to hold their meetings. Thank so much 

for your support and for all Pat does on a dai-

ly and weekly basis. 

 

Thanks to all the folks that are remembering 

to turn off the lights. This is greatly appreciat-

ed. Wonderful for sure. 

 

If you notice anything not working, please let 

me know. The restrooms upstairs have auto-

matic switches for the lights, please do not 

turn them off when you leave. 

 

Ken von Bargen has been selected to do this 

work on the walls outside the back of Fellow-

ship Hall and Shepherds Hall. Thanks to Don 

Icken and Sharon Laird for their help in get-

ting this approved and especially Don for 

working with Ken to complete this job. We 

may need your help to pay for some of this 

project. More to follow upon its completion. 

 

If you would be interested in serving on our 

committee, please give me a call! Thank you 

all for your continued support to Trinity Lu-

theran Church!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Ken Mongold, Property Chairman 

Labyrinth  
Have you ever seen or used a labyrinth?   
The word is sometimes used interchangeably 
with “maze”, but you can’t get lost in a laby-
rinth.  There is only one path that leads you 
through it and there are no dead ends. 
 

It is a prayer tool that 
invites us as people of 
faith to physically walk 
out our prayer.  There 
is not a right or wrong 
way to do it. 
 
 
 
On Thursday, January 

3
rd

 (10am), during WELCA, we will be 
meeting in Shepherds Hall downstairs.  Pas-
tor Jen will offer some information as well as 
guidance to use the labyrinth.  For those who 
find walking difficult, there will also be ones 
that you can use with just your fingers. 
 
All are invited to come - even if you’re not a 
part of WELCA. 

Trinity Finance 

We had another good month, although the tim-

ing of money transfers among funds makes it 

look like a loss.  Two months in a row.  The 

congregation may make an optimist of me yet.     

Remember, on a pure boring financial note, we 

need to end the year with substantial balance,  

something in the neighborhood of $20K or 

greater.  We have a lot of early in the year bills, 

and winter can play havoc with attendance and 

giving. 

We are heading into December on a high note 

and I thank you.  Please keep up your thankful 

giving. 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all 

a good end of the year.  The 

Christ child is born. 

Don Icken, Your Financial 

Gnome 
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Off the shelf 
 

In December, the local Lutheran clergy in our conference had a book exchange to share 
books that recently spoke to them.  Here are just a few of the ones shared (quite an eclectic 
assortment): 

 
 

 

Edward Baptist, “The 
Half that has been told: 
slavery and the making 
of capitalism in America” 

Diana Butler Bass, 
“Grateful; the 
transformative 
power of giving 
thanks” Thomas Merton, 

“The 7 story 
mountain” 

Marcus Zusak, 
“I am the  
Messenger” 

 
James Baldwin, 
“The Fire inside” 

Ursula K. Le Guin, 
“The Wizard of 
Earthsea”  

Tommy Orange, 
“There, There” 

Since you asked… 
 
Our Advent wreath had new candles 
this year.  We got oil-filled ones, but 
also there was one pink candle 
amidst the blue. Why, you say?   
One tradition connected with Advent 
is that the 3rd Sunday of Advent was 
called “gaudete” Sunday (Latin for 
“rejoice”).  In a season that some-
times focuses more on repentance, 
this break in somber tones was to 
remind us of the joy of the expecting 
birth of Christ. 
 
If there are other things that you’ve 
wondered, please share them with 
Pastor Jen.  
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Seafarer’s Christmas-at- Sea 
 

Thank you for all the donations of shirts and 
sweatshirts. Also thank you to the folks who cro-
cheted hats for the men. We were able to pack 
20 satchels. These satchels will be given to the 
men in the ports at New Haven and New Lon-
don, Connecticut 

Here are also a few suggested non-perishable 
foods that would be greatly appreciated at the 
pantry: 

Cooking Oil 

Ensure 

Coffee and Tea 

Cake Mixes 

Baby Food 

Condiments 

 

 

Social Ministry 

Putnam CAP 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
in filling the shopping cart each month 
with food and home items for Putnam 
CAP. Their clients are very grateful for 
the extra help we give them with your 
donations. 

 

Putnam CAP’s food pantry is experienc-
ing severe shortages on non-food items 
that our clients need and are unable to 
purchase with SNAP coupons. Please 
help by purchasing some of the following 
items: 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 

Deodorant 

Toilet Paper 

Toothbrushes 

Laundry Detergent 

Bar Soap 

Feminine Hygiene Products 

Shaving Cream 

Cleaning Products 

Baby Wipes 

Diapers and Pull-Ups in sizes 4-5 

 

 

 

 

We have collected almost $300 in bottle re-
turns and $71 in the Terracycle Recycling 
program for the year 2018.  Thank you to 

all who have contributed! 

Third Tuesday Table Talk 

 Third Tuesday Table Talk will 
meet again on Tuesday Jan 
15th (6:30  PM) We will be 
gathering at Southeast Grill. 
Please contact Pastor Jen or 
sign up to reserve your spot.  
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Barbara Siegel,

 

Jennifer Rebecca Butvinik, 

Corina Hohenstein,  
Laurie Nuchereno, 

Zachary Schwartz, James Sorge, Phyllis Sorge, 

Wanda & Cliff Strawn, 
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HEATHER WUND-MATOS 1/1 

LAURA DEFILIPPIS 1/2 

DECLAN HOWARD 1/2 

DAWN MARINICH 1/2 

ANDREA DEMARCHI 1/3 

MAXINE FOLEY 1/4 

COLE MEISSNER 1/4 

DYLAN TORLISH 1/4 

ZACHARY DUBEN 1/5 

SARA CORBI 1/6 

JOLIE GARDNER 1/7 

CHARLOTTE HUTCHINGS 1/8 

JULIUS CESARE 1/9 

BRADLEY GUSZACH JR 1/11 

LUKE MORELLO 1/11 

COURTNEY MEISSNER 1/12 

DONNA PORTA 1/12 

ALEXANDRA ALAM EL DIN 1/13 

DUNLIN STATHIS 1/13 

JENNIFER ROTA 1/14 

AIDEN SMITH 1/14 

JEFFERY BROWN 1/15 

MC KENZIE CALLAHAN 1/16 

KIMBERLY JOHNSON 1/16 

SARAH-MARIE ALAM EL DIN 1/17 

ROBERT LEE 1/18 

STEPHANIE ANN DUDOWITZ 1/20 

CAITLIN PARISE  1/22 

JAKE GROUNDWATER 1/23 

ERIN MARKERT 1/23 

PENELOPE LITCHFIELD 1/24 

JENNIFER MORELLO 1/24 

THOMAS DE MARCHI 1/25 

RYLEY MATOS 1/25 

KYLE STEIKE 1/25 

PAUL TURANO 1/26 

HEATHER LAROCCHIA 1/29 

DANIEL DONOVAN JR 1/24 

DANIEL MINERI 1/27 

RUSSELL O’LEARY JR 1/28 

HEATHER LAROCCHIA 1/31 

ANNA TRIELLER 1/31 

KARL & ELIZABETH LYON     1/18 

ANNIVERSARIES  

BIRTHDAYS  
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Trinity Lutheran  

Church Mission:  

As a people of God, we desire to experi-

ence the presence of God in our lives that 

we might  be the presence of God in the 

lives of others.  

 

Location: 

2103 Brewster, NY 10509 

Phone: 845-279-5181 

 Website: trinitybrewsterny.org 

Pastor Jen’s email:  

revjedyer1@yahoo.com 

Inside the January  

Trinitarian  

1. Pastor Refection's 

2.  Faith Formation 

3. Property/ Finance 

4. On the Shelf 

5. Social Ministry  

6. Prayers 

7.  Celebrations 

8. * Insert  

 Finance 

 Annual Mt Voting Members 

Worship Schedule 

January 2018 

 

Jan 6 8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

Jan  13 8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

Jan 20 8:30 AM  & 10:45 AM Holy Communion 

Jan 27 10:00 AM Holy Communion 

 


